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MINUTES OF A REGULAR' MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY 01' TORRAlfCE 

Torrance, California 
April 26, 1949 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular' 
Keeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
'l'ue8d~y, April 26, ,1949 at 8:03 p.m. 

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
CounCilmen: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. Absent: 
CounCilmen: None. 

All thos,e present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

CounCilman Powell moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet­
ing held April 12, 1949 and the minutes of a Special Meeting held 
April 20, 1949 be approved as written. Councilman Jackson seconded 
the motion which was oarried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were read: 

Irene M. Hopkins, Secretary, Torrance Library Boar~ of 
Trustees, recommending that the Council consider the establish­
ment of a branch of the Torrance Library in H011ywood Riviera. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request be referred to Coun­
cilman Haggard, Chairman of the Public Library Committee, for 
study and rec9mmendation at the next meeting. Councilman Drale 
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

Two petitions, bearing thirty-one signatures, requesting addi­
tional books for the Walteria Branch of the Torrance Library. 

CounCilman Haggard moved that the two requests be filed, and 
he explained that the question of additional books, which has been 
studied by the Council, will be considered in the forthcoming city 
budget. Cbuncllman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimous! y • 

Mr. G. W. Downing, Secretary, Torrance Recreation Commission, 
submitting two requests fro~ said Commission: ,I. That the Coun­
cil appoint Chairman Lee and Secretary Downing to the Recreation 
Commission, neither to have ,voting power. 2. That Mr. A. J. 
Patronsky from ~ollywood Riviera ,be appointed to the Recreation 
Commission'as ~epresentative from that district. 

Mayor Sherfey explained that City Attorney Smith has been in­
structed to prepare an amendment to the Recreation Ordinance which 
will include these apPointments, and said amendment will be pre­
sented at the next meeting. 

Application of Patricia Panzo and Dorothy Mills for a busi­
ness license to operate a hamburger stand in the Torrance beach 
area. 

CounCilman Drale moved that the request be granted, providing 
that the applicants have a health permit. Councilman Jackson 
seconded the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

Application of Peter Rabbitt Company, Inc. for a business 
lieense to operate retail ice cream truoks. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the request be granted, provid­
ing the applicant has a heal tl:l pe.,t. Councilman Drale seconded 
the motion which was carried unan:t~usly. 



Reques t from W. E-. Bo'Wen, Chail'JD8,D., Torrance Branch, -Young 
Men's Christian Association, for free use of the Civic Auditorium 
and kitchen facilities on Sunday, May 8, 1949, for the purpose of 
holding a mother and son breakfast. 

Councilman Drale moved that the request be granted. Council­
man Powell seconded the motion which 'Was carried unanimously. 

Wm. H. Munds, Secretary, Torrance Planning Commission, en­
closing communication from A. Zamperini calling attention to Ordi­
nance No. 316, Sec. 27 F "Provisions for Storage of Automobiles", 
and requesting permission to build six units without private 
garages. Mr. Munds advised that a slab or parking -area 'Would 
sa tisfy the purpos e of the la'W. 

Councilman Haggard asked the City Attorney for an opinion on 
this request. --

City Attorney Smith replied, "It is my opinion he can". 
Councilman Haggard moved thatA. Zamperini be granted a per­

mit to build six units 'Without private garages. Councilman Drale 
seconded the motion which 'Was carried unanimously. 

Wm. H. MUnds, Secretary, Torrance Planning Commission, advis­
ing that the OOmmission was again disturbed by the Council's action 
in overruling the Commission's recommendation on the request of 
Barry Anderson and Chester Phillips, to build two homes on one 

() acre of 1&D4, Lot 11, Hickman Tract, before said recomaendation 
....;-" W8.S referred back to the Planning ColDllission for reconsideration, 
~, as previously agreed upon as the procedure to be followed when 
';3:< the Oity Oouncil did not agree 'With therecommenda tions of the 
~-;, Oo_iss ion. 
-, It was recollllended by the OOlDlliu ion that an informal meeting 

be held at an early date with the Oity CounCil, to discuss matters 
of policy and procedure on planning and rezoning, and it was recom­
mended that the services ot: a Planning Engineer be obtained so 
that the revising of the City" Land Use maps can be carried on 
vi thou t further delay. ' 
- Mayor Sherfey explained that the lIB. tters pertaining to policy 
and. procedure on plann1ng and rezoning have been discussed by the 
OOUDcil. -- --

Councilman Drale alkedthe City Attorney 1.fthe Council can 
deny a man the right to bu1ld a home on the property in ques tion. -­
Oity Attorney Smith replied, "I don't th1llk legally you can. '!'hat 
1s a confiscation of property. Such a course is not favored by 
the courts. I think the Oounoil is absolutely right in their 
action. " 

Mayor Sherfey moved that the communjoation from the Planning 
Oommission be reoeived and filed, and that Oity Manager Stevens 
arrange a meeting between the Council and Planning Commission and 
advise both bodies of the date of the meeting. Councilman Haggard 
seconded the motion vhich vas carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett advised ~~at at the meeting of April 12, 1949 
the Police Department vas instructed to report all complaints of 
any nuisance or hazards 'With regard to 'Wells, and thereupon pre­
sented the folloving complaints: 

1932 - 238th Street 
237th St. 1/5 mi.W.of Penn. Ave. 
2052 - 233rd St. 
233rd &: Penn. Ave. 

011 Well Holes 
0l?en 12" Water Well 
16" Hole Casing 
Dangerous {) 11 Sump 

Councilman Haggard moved that the four complaints be referred 
to the City Attorney to take immediate action to abate the nuisance. 
Councilman Povellseconded the motion whioh 'Was carried unanimously. 

Olerk Bartlett prelented for final reading and read title to: 
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ORDINANCE NO. 457 

AN ORD:mAHCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE GRANTING PERMISSION TO THE ATCHISON, 
TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAIllfAY C0MPANY, A CORPORA­
TION, TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND J4A.IBTAIB A STAN­
DARD GAUGE RAILROAD TRACK ACROSS LOJlITA BOULEVARD 
TO SERVE A BEWLY ESTABLISHED INDUSTRY IN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE. 

CounCilman D:rale moved that Ordinance No. 457 be tabled until 
the Santa Fe Railway Company agrees in contract form to install 
wigwags on the three important thoroughfares of the railway' 8 
cro881ngs. 

Councilman Haggard asked the City Attorney if he has evidence 
in wr1t1ng that the Santa Fe Railway Company will take oare or ' all 
crossings over that part1cular line, not by wigwag, but by flagmen. 

. C1 ty Attorney Smith replied that he has been assured by Mr. 
Walker, Chief Attorney for the Santa Fe, that the Santa. Fe Railway 
Company will enter into a stipulation, in contract form, agreeing 
that at any t1me a train orosses Lom1ta., Sepulveda and Torrance 
Boulevards, a flagman will prooeed on foot in front of the train; 
th1s would be in lieu of the wigwag. 

Councilman Powell asked if . the prOVisions for the wigwag 
s1gna1 ln the or1S1na.l ord1nance have been ohanged. 

City Attorney Smith replied that as this ordinance has never 
had a sec.ond reading, it i8 no t a new ordinance. He explained 
it is only by word of mouth they (the Santa. Fe) agree to do this 
in lieu of the wigwag. 

CounCilman Drale . sald he was in favor of the wigwag. 
Mayor Sherfey called for a second to Councilman Drale's 

motion. There being none, the motion failed to carry. 
Councilman Haggard moved that futher reading of Ordinanoe 

Bo. 457 be dispensed with. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
motion which was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jacklon, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: 
COtJl'CI lID: Bone. ABSE": COUlfCILJIEN·: Bone. . ... 

Councilman Haggard IilOved that Ordinance No. 457 be adopted 
tor final reading. Councilman Jaokson seconded the mot1on wh1ch 
vas carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILJmJl: 
B&gga.rd, Jacklon, Povell and Sherfey • . NOES: Councilman Drale 
ltated, I am not voting against grant1ng the Santa Fe the right 
to a tranohile to the electrioal factory in Lom1 ta, but I am 
Toting aga.ins t the wording of th1s ordinanoe." ABSENT: COUNCIL­
JmX: Bone. 

A communication from City Manager Stevena was read submitt-
1ng the following reooJlll1tenda t10ns for the Council's oonsidera tion 
and approval: 

lERSOQEL: 

1. 

2. 

That Henry S. Dudley, having suooessful1y passed the Clv11 
Serv1ce examinat1on, be appolnted to serve hls probatlonary 
perlod as Bus Operator, effective A~r11 12, 1949, and that 
h1s compensation be at the rate of ~22l.00 per month. 

That Benny Kuhn be temporarlly employed as a Bus Operator, 
effect1ve April 22, 1949, and that his compensat1on be at 
the rate of $221.00 per month. 

'lhat Edward D. Enr1etta, hav1ng succesatully pas.ed the 
Civ11 Service examination, be appointed to serve h1s pro­
bationary period as Meohanic, ettective April 20, 1949, 
and that hil oompensation be at the rate of $242.00 per 
month. 



4. That Robert 1i'a.ren l ha.vingsuooessfullYp&ssed his Civil , 
Service exami:ne.tioIl1 be employed to serve hlsproba.tiona17 
period as Light Pover Equipment Operator l effective 118.1"1, 
1949,- arid that his compensation be at the rate of $231.00 
per month. 

AlPROPRIA'fIOJlS: 

1. For the rental of D-8 Caterpillar Tractor and Carry-all, 
the sum of $~27.50. (From Pub11~ Works Funds). 

2. For rental of Asphalt Planing Machine for Carson street, 
the sum ot $600.00. (From State Gas Tax Funds). 

3. For the purchase of Radio Remote Control Unit for Fire De-
partment, the sum ot $250.00. ' 

4. That Proposal fiB II of the Harold E. Shugart Company in the 
amount ot $3,570.00, for installation of Acoustioal Ceil­
ing in the Civic Auditorium, be accepted and all other 
bids be rejected. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Council concur in the recom­
lIleDda.tions ot City Manager Stevens. Councilman Jackson seconded 

o the motion which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: 
- r": AYES: COUlfClLJIElI: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. 

BOES: COUlfCILJIEJI: lIone • ABSENT: COlmC ILMEN : None. 

A commUnication from William H. Munds, Secretary, Torrance 
Planning Commission, was read advising that at a meeting otthe 
Commission held April 19, 1949 the following cases were con­
sidered and it was the unanimous decision ot the members to recom­
SleDd their aPJ)roval to the City Council: 

CASE 110. 158: Petition of Mary Vetter for -a Variance and 
Conditional Permit to permit the construction-andoperation -ot a 
Re8.l Estate Ottice situated at 2900 Pacifio Coait Highway between 
Hawthorne and CrenShaw Boulevards. Tbls property is located in 
an A-I (Light Agricultural) Zo~e. 

CASE NO. 159: PetItion otEva J. Whitney for a Variance ' 
and Coml tlpnal Permit to permit the cons truction of an apart- -
ment above a garage tor rental purpose8, situated at 1804 Ar11ng­
ton Avenue on the 80utheast corner otArlingtonAvenue -and 218th 

, Street. '!'his property i8 located in an R-l (Single-tamily Reli-
dential) ZOne. , 

CASE 10. 160: PetItion of D. W. Barnard andS. L. Se,.our 
reque.ting the.t Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 31, Tract No. 2761, located 
on the west side ot Juniper Avenue, between Carson and Sonoma 
Streets, be, rezoned trom A-l (Light Agribultural) to R-l (Slngle­
family Re.idential). 

As this petition is for a Change ot zone, it will be neoe'l­
ary that th~ City Counoil set a date tor a Publio Hearing bet ore 
the Council. !hi. hearing cannot legally be held betore Jime 14, 
1949, in order to comply with the necenary -public notice require­
ments. 

cm H, 161: Petition ot R. R. Ball tor a' Var1anceand Con­
ditionalPermit to permit the conltruction and operation ot a 
Service Station on the louthwest corner ot Redondo Beach and 
Crenshaw Boulevards, having a trontage ot 150 1 on Redondo Beach 
Boulevard and 200 ' on Crenlhaw Boulevard. Thil property is lo­
cated in an A-l (Light Asricul tural) Zone. 

A Variaace on this property tor th. -.... e purpose wal gr&D.ted 
JIr. Ball at a meeting ot the Planning Commil8ion held April 6, 
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1948, 'but because construction was not started within ' s1,.-m6nths ot 
the tl11D8 date, as set torth in Land Use Ordinance No. 316, the 
Var1ance became void. 

C1ty- Attorney- 8mi th called attention to Cases Nos. 158 and 
159 say-ing, "It is not wi thin the province ot the Council to 
grant this, as Ordinance No. 316 is still in ettect and the nev 
Ordinance does not become ettective until May- 12, 1949, and they­
(the Council) has no jurisdict10n to hear th1s - it lies vithin 
the poyer ot the Planning Commislion to grant this. '!'hose two 
(cases) should be reterred back to the Planning Commission. 

Counc11man Povell moved that a Public Hearing on Case No. 
160 be held bet ore the CounCil on June 14, 1949, at 8:00 p.m. Coun­
cilman Jackson seconded the motion which vas carried una.nimously-. 

Councilaaa Dralemoved that Cases los. 158, 159 and 161 be re­
te1'1"ed back to the Planning Commi88 ion. Councilman Jackson seconded 
the mot10n which was carried una.nlmously-. 

CouncUII&Jl Drale suggested that the CounCil adopt, either by­
resolution Or ordiDance, a service record program vhereby- employ-ees 
ot the C1ty- ot ~orrance viII be avarded an emblem denoting the 
DUmber ot y-ears ot servioe to the city-. 

Atter some discussion on this subject, Councilman Drale moved 
that his suggestion ot a service record program be ret erred to 
C1ty- I8nager Stevenl tor his analy-sis and recommendation. Coun­
oilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried unanimously-. 

C1ty- Janager Stevena presented the General Petroleum Cor­
poration'l propolal to market aviation petroleum products at the 
T01'1"ance lUnic1pal Airport, whioh Clerk Bartlett read as tollows: 
Pive y-ear lease ot lite with opt1on to renev; said site containing 
an existing 25,000 gallon storage tank with available pumps and 
t1ttings; w1ll pay- as rental tor said lease one cent per gallon 
tor each gallon ot aviation gasoline delivered for sale and rive 
centl tor each gallon ot aviation engine oil delivered tor sale. 
When volume reaches a satistactory- figure, additional storage 
tacilit1el ;,Ul be ins.talled at no cost to the City-. · -

City- KaDagerStevena allo presented proposal trom the 
Standard. OU Company the tel"laB ot which are slm1larto those 
ot the Ga.eral -Petro18Ull Corpora tion. - - -

City IJaDager Stevena explained that the terms ot -the two 
proposed leale-agreements are --identioal, being standard t01'll1l 
in the 1JJ4Ultry-, and he recommeDded that the City- enter into an 
agreeaent with these two oompanies so that they- can proceed with 
the 1nstallatioJL ot ltorage r • . c1litiel. 

CounoUman Powell moved that in ooncurrenoe with the reoom­
meD4ation ot City Janager Stevena, the City- enter into an agree­
ment with the General Petroleum Corporation and the Standard OU 
Co~y tor the lale ot aviation petroleum produots at the 
Torrance lIw1icipal AirpOrt. CounoU.an Drale seconded the motion 
which wal carried by the tollowing roll oall vote: AYES: COtnlCIL­
JJD: Drale, Haggard, Jacklon,Powell and Shertey-. BOES: COnCIL­
JID: lone. AB8D'l': concIUmI slone. 

Council.aa Povell requelted the lay-or to appoint a Committee 
tor the purpole ot drafting an o1'd1D&noe governing installation 
ot outdoor ac.\vert1ling lip 1Ja the City- ot Torranoe. 

*ror Sherter IIOTed that the Council oonour in the tollow­
ing appointaentl to luch ooJllllittee, CODoilaen Pove11 and Drale, 
City Attorney hith &ad C1tr ICaDaser SteTeu, aDd that thele .e.-
bers aeet alloon al pOIs1ble to dilOUl1 the regulation ot out- . 
4001' a4Tert1ling 11~ in the Citr and lubmit their reoommendat1ons 
to the Counoil. Counoilman Bagsard seoonded the motion whioh yal \ 
carried ~1aoullr. 

Olerk Bartlett prelented the applioation ot Feature Photol 
tor & photogra~er'l liceue, vh10hwal requested at the meeting 
ot April 12, 19~9. 
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After an investigation of .this concern it vas Clerk Bartlett's 
recommendation that they be denied a business license. 

OouncilmanDrale moved that a license be denied Feature Photos 
a8 recommended by the Oi ty Clerk. Councilman Haggard seconded 
the motion vhich vas carried unanimously. 

Councilman Povell submitted for the Council's consideration 
the name of George Olding as a member to the City Planning Com­
JD18sion. 

ORAL COMMUNICATION'S 

None. 

Councilman Drale moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion vhich vas carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Haggard, Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:45 p.m., on motion by Councilman Drale, seconded by 
Councilman Raggardk.and unanimously carr1ed, the meeting adjourned 
to May 3, 1949 at (j.OO p.m • 

APPROVED: 
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